FAMILY NOTICE

TOP 5 SAFETY TIPS FOR
DRIVING IN SNOW AND ICE

When temperatures dip below freezing driving conditions can
become treacherous, the risk of ice or snow on the roads

1. Geta grip. Remember your only contact with the road surface is your tyres so it’s vital that they are up to the task in icy and snowy
conditions. Check tyres, including spare wheel, and replace them if the tread depth falls below 3mm. Check that tyres are inflated to the
correct tyre pressure. Lack of grip can occur even on treated roads so drive slowly in the highest gear possible, manoeuvre gently and
avoid harsh braking. Replace tyres if necessary.

2. Make sure YOu can see. Clear your windows and mirrors before you set out, carry a screen scraper and de-icer. Do not use
hot water on the windscreen as it can crack the glass. Replace windshield wiper blades if necessary. De-mist the inside of your windows
thoroughly. Make sure your windshield washer system works and is full of an anti-icing fluid. Remember too that heavy snowfall will
reduce visibility! Watch out for grit/salt spreaders and snow ploughs. The glare from the sun can be dazzling in the winter when the sun
is low in the sky, so wear sunglasses in these conditions.

3. Check & use your Iights. Use your dipped headlights so that others will see you. Make sure your headlights and taillights are
all in working order, replace broken bulbs. Make sure lights are clear of snow.

4. Gently does it. Manoeuvre gently, slow down and leave extra distance between you and the vehicle in front. Too much steering
is bad and avoid harsh braking and acceleration. Use the highest gear possible to avoid wheel spin. Select a low gear when travelling
downhill especially if through bends. Falling snow, fog, rain, or hail will reduces visibility. Do not hang on to the tail lights of the vehicle in
front of you as it can give a false sense of security. When you slow down, use your brakes so that the brake lights warn drivers behind you.

5. Stay at home. The best thing to do in extremely bad weather is to stay off the road. Take heed of warnings not to go out. This
leaves the emergency services free to deal with real emergencies instead of rounding up stranded motorists.
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